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Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends, 
It is hard to believe that the 2014 – 
2015 school year has come to a close!.  
When I began as principal one year 
ago, my vision was to continue to build 
on the strong focus of Catholic identity, 
academic excellence, and serving oth-
ers that has been part of St. Mark cul-
ture for decades.   Looking back on this 
year’s accomplishments, I am affirmed 
by the hard work and dedication of all 
who make St. Mark School such a spe-
cial place.     
Our faculty teaches a relevant curricu-
lum for the 21st Century student cou-
pled with the importance of teaching 
about our Catholic Identity and values. 
We are especially proud of this year’s 
graduating class. Our graduating class is 
attending their first choice of high 
schools and is well prepared for their 
high school years. 
 We were blessed to have our teachers, 
parents, alumni, and friends come to-
gether to provide our students with 
memorable learning opportunities.  It 
was and continues to be my vision that 
our community will work together to 
meet the needs of all our learners.  This 
was evidenced in activities such as Ca-
reer Day, robotics team, class field 
trips, Math Olympiad, STEM club, Its 
Academic Team, drama club, Band and 
Choir, to name a few.  Through the 
generous contributions of friends and 
benefactors, we have made improve-
ments in technology to assist in reach-
ing our goal of academic excellence.   
It has been an incredible first year for 
me as the St. Mark Principal.  I am look-
ing forward to another year filled with 
learning opportunities and blessings.  I 
feel blessed to be part of such a tradi-
tional faith-filled community! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

Mary Destino 
Principal  

St. Mark Student Art Show 
     “Creativity Takes Courage” (Henri Matisse)  (and Ms. Puls!)  

 
     Our children are gifts from God and the talents they receive are blessings be-
stowed upon them to enrich the world around them.  The students at St. Mark  
have several avenues to showcase their gifts, including band, chorus, our literary 
magazine, drama and other after school clubs  and  sports teams  in which they 
can participate.  This year we proudly celebrated the artistic ability of our pre-
school through grade 8 students with an all-school art show.   
     
     Second year teacher Ms. Rebecca Puls began this effort in the fall of the school 
year working to ensure that each student had a show-case worthy piece to be 
featured in this show.  Every student piece was framed in a ready to hang oak 
frame and placed in grade groupings on easels for the event.  Parents were able 
to purchase the pictures and reproductions could be ordered so other friends and 
relatives could also own the same artwork.  Donations of baked goods and snacks 
provided the refreshments, music was piped in and the evening took on an aura 
of an art gallery opening night.  It was a family friendly night and everyone who 
attended was enthralled by the imaginative and original designs.  The most de-
lighted had to be Ms. Rebecca Puls, who shares her love of art on a daily basis 
with the young artists to be.   

      

  

 

Students pose with the Macchia wall inspired 

by another Chihuly series.  

 

First grader Molly sharing her tissue paper seascape  

       St. Mark Art Show Gallery!  

Our rendition of a Dale 

Chihuly chandelier “Fire 

and Water” with Ms. Puls.  



    Congratulations to the Class of 2015 

 On Tuesday, June 2 we said goodbye to the Class of 2015 in a Graduation Mass 
held at the church.  The thirty five members of the class earned many prestigious hon-
ors, awards and scholarships.  The value of the scholarships earned is approximately 
$169,900 with an additional $2,400 in prizes.  Listed below are the students’ accom-
plishments.  We are extremely proud of our young students and wish them well as they 
journey onto high school.  We pray that the academic and spiritual formations they  
received at St. Mark will help them become successful adults.   
Mary Susan Beall   Golden Counsel Scholarship, Mt. de Sales 
   Seton Keough Scholarship 
   Onyx and Gold Merit Scholarship, Notre Dame Prep 
   Outstanding Academic Achievement, Notre Dame Prep 
   St. Mark Spirit Award 
Wesley Samuel Chairs    Brother Placidus Leadership Award, Mt. St. Joseph 
Aidan John Dunworth   Kelly STEM Honors Program, Mt. St. Joseph 
Alyssa Fox  Music Scholarship from Ascension Parish  
Clara Rathbun Langan   Catherine McAuley Honors Scholarship, Joan Welsh Scholarship,  
   Stephanie M. Beran Scholarship, Mercy High School 
   Biomedical Science Scholarship, Seton Keough High School 
   Theresian Scholarship, Institute of Notre Dame 
Taylor Tashae Maynor St. Mark Sodality Scholarship  
Katherine Elizabeth Norden  Notre Dame Prep Scholarship, Theresian Scholarship, Notre Dame Prep 
   Scholympics Scholarship, Theresian Scholarship, Institute of Notre Dame 
   Neuman Scholarship, Catholic High School 
Benjamin M. Parson  National Youth Leadership Council 
Nicholas Xavier Pell   Brother Placidus Leadership Award, Mt. St. Joseph 
Amaya Genea Rose   Dance Scholarship, Seton Keough  
Kendall Nicole Santo   Focus on the Arts Scholarship, Seton Keough 
   Project Lead the Way, STEM/Biomedical Program 
Thomas Anthony Stinson  Michael J. Curley Scholarship, Archbishop Curley, St. Mark Spirit Award 
Jared Michael Wise   Kelly STEM Honors Program, Mt. St. Joseph 
Matthew Ryan Wynn    Brother Joseph Scholarship, Kelly STEM Honors Program, Mt. St. Joseph 
Erin Nicole Young   Band Scholarship, Seton Keough 

St. Mark Grade 7 Learning Life Skills through Junior Achievement-Finance Park  
 
     JA Finance Park helps students acquire knowledge of many important personal and life skills that will ben-
efit them as they mature and embark on their own careers, including banking; budgets; credit; and debt. 
Students have a comprehensive workbook and explore other relevant financial decisions that affect daily life 
such as career choices, differentiating between wants and needs, planning for expenses with the wages you 
earn, calculating interest,  applying for student loans, and the one aspect that affects every person—taxes!   
The JA Finance Park program is composed of 13 class lessons led by a trained teacher or teaching profession-
al. The final project is a hands-on budgeting simulation where students are given a job and must work to de-
fine a budget and successfully make purchases as one would do in real life.   

      On the same day as the Grade 7  simulation project, students in Grades K-5  also 
spent the morning in Junior Achievement activities  in a “JA in a Day” program.   In 
an engaging hands-on lesson program, our young students had mini-lessons on the 
many facets involved in community and the economy, work readiness, financial lit-
eracy and business management.  Many parent volunteers attended special training 
to assist the students.  Students earned  JA certificates for the completion of the 
program.   
Admittedly, it was amusing to hear seventh grade boys grumble and express angst 
about purchasing diapers and clothing for their “kids.”  Perhaps they also gained an 
appreciation for the sacrifices their parents must make as well!    



If you have any news of your own to 

share, please contact Mary Morrison 

at 410-744-6560 X249 or e-mail 

mmorrison@stmark-school.org.  

Thank you for your   support of St. 

Mark School.   

 
  

 Dates to Remember  

August 21- Meet your Teacher  

                    11-12:00 pm 

August 24-First Day of School  

                    for students   
Nov. 24-Grandparents’ Day     

Poets in Residence in Grade 3 
 
“You are a poet!”  softly declares 
Ms. Rosanne Singer to a room of 
watchful third graders.  Ms. Singer 
comes to St. Mark to teach the stu-
dents how to appreciate poetry 
through a grant from the Maryland 
States Arts Council.  An accom-
plished poet and author herself, she 
has been bringing poetry to stu-
dents through this program for 23 
years.  Grade 3 teacher, Mrs. Linda 
Ross writes the grant proposal and  
has made the program part of the 
grade 3 curriculum  for  many years.  
New this year, students in Grade 2 
will be introduced to the Poets in 
Residence program, however, Grade 
3 claims the experience as their own 
unique niche in their  St. Mark ele-
mentary education.   
The students experience a hands-on 
lesson several times over the course 
of the spring with a different focus 
on the many types of poetry writing 
including sensory, free verse, sound, 
self portraits and  onomatopoeia.  
Students have the opportunity to 
share with classmates their draft 
material and exchange ideas and 
suggestions.   The lessons culminat-
ed with an afternoon Poetry Read-
ing and Reception on May 19, where 
students presented their choice of 
their personal best poem to parents. 
Reading in public is a difficult task 
for some, but our young poets were 
proud of their prose and performed 
beautifully.   
 

Black                                                     

By Michael Barthel 

Black is as dark and murky as a 
shadow.  
It blocks out all other sights except 
itself.  
It is the ash from flames  
That chokes the earth and scorch-
es the trees.  
 
Black is the darkness from night 
That surrounds each and every 
star.  
It is as cold and dark as marble  
And astounds the weary.  
 
Black is the crow  
That screeches from the tree.  
It is the leopard  
That prowls in the night.  
 
Black is the foreboding  
That haunts every traveler.  
It is the smoke and ash  
That chokes the throat.  
 
Black is the wolf  
That prowls in the night.  
It is silent as a predator  
Stalking its prey.  

St. Mark students held a “red” tag day to 

benefit the Heart Home in China in 

memory of Teresa Bartlinski. Together   

we raised $660.00 and took this beautiful 

picture!  We send our love to China!  

Ms. Singer looking on as 

Kadence Spicer reads her poem.  

Gr 1 with their published book of 

stories, “Tales of St. Mark School.” 

Thank you to the family of Dr. Charles 

Peters for the donation to allow us to 

purchase 6  new electric compound  

microscopes!    

Our Grade 8 in their high school T-shirts 

after the Grade 8 Luncheon.   
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Have a  

Safe and  Happy 

Summer!   

See you in  

August 2015!  

 

Field Day 

May 22, 2015  


